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Special SC Bench will hear
Places of Worship Act case

It will look into pleas seeking to ‘reclaim’ places of worship ‘encroached’ by Muslim ‘invaders; first

hearing fixed on Dec. 12; ‘grievances’ against Mughal rulers not a valid ground, say Muslim groups

[GS Paper I: Communalism |

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

hief Justice of India
C Sanjiv Khanna has

constituted a Spe-
cial Bench to hear petitions
challenging the validity of
the Places of Worship (Spe-
cial Provisions) Act of 1991,
a statute that has protected
the identity and character
of religious sites as they ex-
isted on August 15, 1947.

The three-judge Bench
will be headed by Chief Jus-
tice Khanna, and also in-
clude Justices Sanjay Ku-
mar and K.V. Viswanathan.
The first hearing of the
case is scheduled for 3.30
p.m. on December 12.

The listing of the case
before the newly formed
Special Bench was shown
in the causelist published

GS Paperl: Right to religion

Act’'s ambit

The Places of Worship {Special Provisions) Act, 1391 lays down
the rules to prevent the conversion of religious places

SECTION 2(C) defines
‘place of worship’ to

SECTION 3 prohibits the conversion
of any place of worship

include “temple, mosque,
gurudwara, church,
monastery or any other
place of public

oy

Eye of the storm: The Gyanvapi mosqﬁe committee has also

SECTION 4 imposas a positive

obligation to maintain the religious

character of every place of worship
. asitexisted on August 15, 1947

religious I .
worship..” ¢ !F' #
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sought to intervene in the challenge against the 1991 Act.

by the court on Saturday.
The case involves a slew
of petitions challenging the
legality of the 1991 Act. The
petitioners, including ad-
vocate Ashwini Kumar

Upadhyay, blame the 1991
law for barring Hindus,
Jains, Buddhists, and Sikhs
from approaching courts
to “re-claim” their places
of worship which were al-

legedly “invaded” and “en-
croached” upon by “fun-

damentalist barbaric
invaders”.
Muslim organisations

such as the All India Mus-
lim Personal Law Board
(AIMPLB) and the Jamiat
Ulama-i-Hind, however,
have countered it. They say
that these pleas, in the
guise of public interest pe-
titions, cannot challenge a
Central law which has
guarded the spirit of frater-
nity and secularism, vir-
tues from the Preamble of
the Constitution, as well as
parts of the “Basic Struc-
ture” of the Constitution,
through protection of the
religious character of reli-
gious places.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 9

Special SC Bench will hear Places of Worship Act

case
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Chief Justice of India (CJI) Sanjiv Khanna has constituted a Special
Bench to hear petitions challenging the Places of Worship (Special
Provisions) Act, 1991, which protects the identity and character of

religious sites as they existed on August 15, 1947.

AR F Fq&T ~areier (Wieramd) wolla @ear o oo 3w afdo (e
yrauTe) sfafager, 1991 #r gotdt 2 arel afAwst A goaar$ F fAvw
tF AT fis &1 o fFAr &, S 15 3P 1947 Y enfew Fgal A

ggare 3R FaRT A @I FIar B

e The three-judge Bench will include CJI Khanna, Justice Sanjay Kumar, and Justice
K.V. Viswanathan.

59 die-Teedig dis & €IS G, =t §99 FAR AR et .40
fregaryer enfAer gierl

e The first hearing is scheduled for 3:30 p.m. on December 12, 2024.
ugell Feotars 12 R¥aw 2024 &t Qe 3:30 F Ui Hr 718§

e The case involves petitions challenging the legality of the 1991 Act. Petitioners argue
the Act bars Hindus, Jains, Buddhists, and Sikhs from reclaiming places of worship
allegedly encroached upon by “fundamentalist barbaric invaders”.

AT 1991 AT i U T Al < arelr ARAFBT § FfAT §1 ATRARIRA
o od € T T srefaws g, S, dlqy it Rl w1 3ae qom Tyell & g e
FT  Uohd g, T W "&HgeT T AHAVFHINAT o Feolm X forar 7|

e Muslim organisations like the All India Muslim Personal Law Board (AIMPLB) and
Jamiat Ulama-i-Hind oppose these pleas, arguing they undermine fraternity,
secularism, and the Basic Structure of the Constitution.

AfaA HWrsat oG e 33 Aaw wiarer af a5 (vamSwadivad) 3N ST
AAT-U-f§g 37 TIFBT &7 TRy X § 3R aF ¢ § & I wrdaR, gsfadarar
IR @R & AfNF I H FAAR A L

e They cite the Ayodhya judgment, which observed that the 1991 Act preserves the

“character of places of public worship” and ensures that “history and its wrongs”
are not used to oppress the present or future.

g e favtr &1 garer < 8, ToEd I8 @ ar T 1991 sfefaaer s qer
TRl & "FIE" HT W& T § 3R FlaRed war ¢ & g ik sa&
A" AT 3YANT IAAT AT ATTST &r gareT & forw 7 &

e The Gyanvapi mosque management committee has also sought to intervene in the
case, stating that claims about the Mughal period cannot challenge the validity of a
legislative enactment.

Aard A yaua @fAfa s o A 7 geasiT Fr AT AT g AR FEr §
IS Tl ¥ HATAA G efedt rfrforger dr derar & ol 7@ & Wl

¢ The Union government has not yet filed its counter-affidavit in the challenge to the
1991 Act.
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Fg TER A 3 g 1991 FAATT & QTS Tl F3cT goThallAT S TaT

frar gl

e Local courts in Rajasthan and Uttar Pradesh have seen increased interventions in civil
suits questioning the character of mosques.

T 3R 36T e T TATHAT 31eTeldl o AfESlel & TI®T &l hL S1areil HATHAT
F dodr ~a1R¥e gEdaT 3@ &l

[Pcs

The Hindu Bureau
VELLORE

“Healthy India, Happy In-
dia”, a joint initiative of
The Hindu and Naruvi Hos-
pitals, Vellore, to build
awareness on preventive
healthcare, was inaugurat-
ed by Deputy Chief Minis-
ter Udhayanidhi Stalin on
Saturday.

He appreciated the part-
nership to take the mes-
sage on health to people.
G.V. Sampath, founder and
chairman, Naruvi Hospi-
tals, explained the genesis
of the project, while N.
Ram, director, The Hindu
Group, highlighted Tamil
Nadu’s leadership in
healthcare initiatives.

The partnership will fea-

campaign begins

ture a series of 15 webinars
on a variety of topics em-
phasising prevention and
holistic health, to build
awareness among people
and start them on a jour-
ney of prioritising their
health. These will be an-
chored by The Hindu’s edi-
torial team, with participa-
tion of experts from Naruvi
Hospitals, and specialists.

The webinar series
kicked off with an offline
event at the hospital in Vel-
lore, featuring experts, in-
cluding pulmonary and
respiratory medicine spe-
cialists, who weighed in on
the twin burden of stress
and sleep.

MORE REPORTS
» PAGE 11

‘Healthy India, Happy India’
campaign begins

‘FITY HIA, GURTA AR
AT UE

. “Healthy India, Happy India,” a joint
initiative of The Hindu and Naruvi Hospitals,
Vellore, aims to build awareness on preventive
healthcare and was inaugurated by Deputy Chief
Minister Udhayanidhi Stalin on Saturday.

“FIEY HRd, GBI $Ra,” S g g 3R amedt
FIRUCeH, Aoal 1 Ueh WIS Ugel &, 1 36027
fIaR® Ty S@HTT W APwHRT thellell gl
38 IUAEIHAT IS Ferfae carr AfAar
3cHres fehar |

. Deputy CM Udhayanidhi Stalin

appreciated the partnership for taking the health
message to the people.

3yAETH 3eafafer wefaa & wareeg @

SIAdT e Tge & T 38 AIHERY B AT
coll

e G.V. Sampath, founder and chairman of Naruvi Hospitals, explained the genesis of the
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project, while N. Ram, director of The Hindu Group, highlighted Tamil Nadu’s
leadership in healthcare initiatives.

sit.dY. Fud, AEdT gIuced & TGS 3R 3reTed, A IRAISTAT i 3cqfa T qre
1, St wat. T, T fiq AT & A, o affiaeng v ey @t ggal A Aqed
EOIRCCIIETS I ER

The partnership will feature a series of 15 webinars on various topics emphasizing

prevention and holistic health, aiming to build awareness among people and
encourage them to prioritize their health.

39 AP 7 15 ARAR & T s[@er anfAer gl St faffe vt o dwam sk
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AT LT 9T SR &30 3R ool & T SIRtEehdr dee 3R 30 39 T &Y
AfAST 2 & AT Wcafea HEN|

The webinars will be anchored by The Hindu’s editorial team, with participation from
experts at Naruvi Hospitals and specialists.

g1 A9 &1 g foq i TG &9t qanr deinfora faham e, foraet aredt
gitdeed & v R 3= vt v amefery gt

The webinar series kicked off with an offline event at the hospital in Vellore, featuring
experts, including pulmonary and respiratory medicine specialists, discussing the
twin burden of stress and sleep.

ﬁm{@mﬁ%gmw*ﬁmmﬁwmsﬁtﬁgé,mm
3 egwe RfFcE RAvAl afga 3g v S o 3k g F ey e w o=

Caf
Kashmir mosques lend themselves to a solar storm

Uniquely multi-tiered, broad-sloped roofs of these places of worship in the Valley are an ideal fit for tapping the sun; J&K

Chief Secretary Atal Dulloo gives the nod to include religious places under the flagship PM Surya Ghar Muft Bijli Yojana

[PCcs

|

Peerzada Ashiq
SRINAGAR

he uniquely
T multi-tiered and
broad-sloped roofs

of mosques in Kashmir are
set to be part of an
ambitious project to
generate renewable
energy in the Valley.

J&K Chief Secretary Atal
Dulloo, at a meeting held
in Srinagar recently, gave
the nod to include
religious places, especially
mosques in Kashmir,
under the flagship ‘PM
Surya Ghar (sun
house)-Muft Bijli Yojana
(free electricity scheme)’
to boost the generation of

Ambitious plan: With there being a mosque in every locality,
Kashmir has a great potential for solar generation. IMRAN NISSAR

electricity in a region that
faces long power cuts
throughout the year.
Reyaz Ameen Malik, an
electrical engineer who
gained expertise in the

| renewable energy sector

in Saudi Arabia and the
UAE, feels the initiative
could be a game-changer.
“It has huge potential,

| given that there are

mosques with wide roof
surfaces in every locality
in the Kashmir Valley.
Religious sites have no
load requirement at night,
can easily become
self-sufficient in the
summers, and supply
surplus electricity to the
Power Department with
an on-grid system. They
can generate 3 KW
(kilowatt) to 5 KW of
electricity,” he said.

Mr. Malik said Gulbarg
colony in uptown
Srinagar, which has 10
mosques in its vicinity, is
apt to understand the
potential. “This one
colony could easily
generate 50 KW of

electricity,” he said.

Most mosques in
Kashmir are registered as
domestic consumers.
Several vendors are
petitioning caretakers of
mosques to install rooftop
solar panels.

However, many of them
told The Hindu that
mosque caretakers were
reluctant due to the low
subsidy. “Mosques are not
income generating units. It
needs additional
handholding from the
government to install solar
panels,” Ejaz Ahmad, a
caretaker in Hawal, said.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 9

Kashmir mosques lend themselves to a solar storm

FIHR A ARSE v a1 A== & aveE 9

The uniquely multi-tiered and broad-sloped roofs of mosques in
Kashmir are set to be part of an ambitious project to generate
renewable energy in the Valley.

FHAR HT ARl A FARse sgeada AR 9t saeer od o A7
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AdFINT FAT 3ol FIA T Agcarpiell IRANSAT F1 FE@T 9ea o1
@ g

e J&K Chief Secretary Atal Dulloo recently gave the nod to include religious places,
especially mosques, under the flagship ‘PM Surya Ghar-Muft Bijli Yojana’ to boost
electricity generation in a region plagued by long power cuts throughout the year.

FF-FHR & ATT AT Iqd ged o gld & A unfHE Tual, Ry w0 § ARl #
‘diew gF R-AFd fsrelt ASar & T A S w1 Al &, i arers) fasrelt
Feldt A W AT H SSTell 3cuea &l Jerar ar S Il

 Reyaz Ameen Malik, an electrical engineer with expertise in the renewable energy
sector in Saudi Arabia and the UAE, said the initiative could be a game-changer.

Rarer sl #fos, St a3 3Re 3R g A Fdeoha St & # fadwsar wd §
o 39 Ugd FI @A-gRad® I

o He emphasized that mosques with wide roof surfaces in every locality could
generate 3 KW to 5 KW of electricity.

3ogiel arT 5 yAF s # 9N Sa arel ARTSE 3 fFaare & 5 fFaare
fasrell 3caed X Thd! 2
o Religious sites with no load requirement at night could easily become self-

sufficient in summers and supply surplus electricity to the Power Department
using an on-grid system.

e Tud, 5 Ua & fSorelr & maegsar AT g, Ay & arcafasik ar
Thd ¢ 3R AAT Rasrelt 1 3ia-Rrs Rvew & Aregw @ Norer fFemr &t
3MYfd T Hehed B
e Gulbarg Colony in Srinagar, with 10 mosques, has the potential to generate 50 KW of
electricity, showcasing the scope of the initiative.

ATIR & et Hietat, i 10 7S €, 50 freare Rsrelt scuer & @hehl & S
ST Ugd I FHTGT & g2afar gl

e Most mosques in Kashmir are registered as domestic consumers, making it easier to
integrate them into the project.

HYHN T TR ARSI O ITMFAT & T H Uoilhd &, o ad 306 TRANSET &
AT AT 3T ATT Ham|

e Several vendors are encouraging mosque caretakers to install rooftop solar panels,
but there is reluctance due to the low subsidy.

F$ fashar ATESET & SWHTIRATT I Therd Al dFer 9y & fov 9RT == | &,
AT FH FRED & FHRUT Rafrare ¢

e Ejaz Ahmad, a caretaker from Hawal, stated that mosques need additional
government support as they are non-income generating units.

TATT & Ueh cWHTIRAT TSATST HGHG 4 gl [ Hidolal I AfaReFd IR a7 i
AT AT § Fifh 3§ T YeT FTer arel 318 AT &
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Key suspect in Laos ‘cyber slavery’

cases arrested from Kolkata

IGS Paper IlI: Cyber Security |
The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

The Crime Branch CID (CB-
CID) has arrested a key sus-
pect in a string of Laos-
linked “cyber slavery”
cases.

The CB-CID arrested
Shankar Sarkar, hailing
from West Bengal, who
was allegedly part of a
racket that trafficked job
aspirants to Laos and
forced them into executing
cyber fraud.

Shankar Sarkar was
nabbed when he was
about to leave for Laos
from Netaji Subhash Chan-
dra Bose International Air-
port, Kolkata.

Shankar Sarkar

Educated youth from
various States seeking jobs
abroad were being recruit-
ed by illegal agencies and
sent to South-East Asian
countries such as Cambo-
dia, Laos, and Myanmar,
on tourist visas.

They were trapped in
scam compounds and
forced to do cyber fraud.
The victims were made to
contact people through
fake social media IDs and
lure them into investing in
fake online applications.

Human trafficking

They were subjected to
“cruelty and physical
abuse” if they refused to
comply - a form of human
trafficking known as “cyb-
er slavery”.

Such cases are handled
by CB-CID.

According to sources, an
illegal recruitment agency
had sent Mr. Sarkar to Laos
in 2022 for ‘scamming’

jobs. While in Laos, he met
James, an illegal recruit-
ment agent, who promised
him commission for re-
cruiting job aspirants from
India for cyber fraud.

Following Mr. Sarkar’s
instructions, a person
named Abdul Kadher sent
nine persons from Tamil
Nadu to Laos after recruit-
ing them on the pretext of
data entry jobs through
Syed, an illegal recruit-
ment agent based out of Ti-
ruchi.

While Syed and Abdul
Kadher were nabbed, Mr.
Sarkar was detained at the
Kolkata airport, brought to
Tamil Nadu and remanded
in judicial custody.

Key suspect in Laos ‘cyber slavery’ cases arrested
from Kolkata

A WER AT A F THE WGTw FY Hreewrar
I PRFar f&ar =

The Crime Branch CID (CB-CID) arrested a key suspect in a series of

Laos-linked "cyber slavery" cases.

%A §9 CID (CB-CID) & &13HH & 3 'HISaR Jamdl AHGT # HET
Tieay # PRoar R

e« The arrested person, Shankar Sarkar, hailing from West Bengal, was allegedly part of
a racket trafficking job aspirants to Laos and forcing them into cyber fraud.

IRFAIR I, 4FT TSR, ST IRTHA F9Tel T W/t aTell &, W a3 F Al =agar
gl @ aFR 3R 3¢ AR g e & v A # @ 3RT B
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e Shankar Sarkar was nabbed at Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose International Airport,
Kolkata, as he was about to leave for Laos.

AHT FIHR HI ATl AW °g SN HAWSET §ATS AHFST, FIAPhTdl R TehsT I, ST
gg dAni & foIv IaEr gl arer |

e Educated youth from various States seeking jobs abroad were being recruited by
illegal agencies and sent to South-East Asian countries like Cambodia, Laos, and
Myanmar on tourist visas.

facer & AlRly BT cemer e arer AP oAt & AT garat i ardy vsAfdAt ggr
et faram arm 3R wafEaT, amiw 3R FAR S fAor-qd s et A wdes e

T AT AT

e Victims were trapped in scam compounds and forced to engage in cyber fraud,
contacting people via fake social media IDs to lure them into investing in fake online
applications.

fSal B FFA FaW H AT A7 IR WEER NG e & AT Hstey v o,
ST 3o¢ dAdel Wierer ARAT 3EN F FTINT o T TUF F AFell HiASA
uftaderT & fAaer Fa & T e gei|

e Victims were subjected to "cruelty and physical abuse" if they refused to comply, a
form of human trafficking known as "cyber slavery".

g NSl o A & oI T, Y 3o "FXaT AR ARNF NGO 7 FHAT L&A
ueT, fod "R et & & F S S Bl

e The CB-CID handles such cases and revealed that Shankar Sarkar was sent to Laos in
2022 by an illegal recruitment agency for scamming jobs.

CB-CID 38 cRg & HIHc H FHTIdT § IR 30T Gelrar foham o ey THR F
2022 # 3rder srdft woiH garT rETE fr ARt & T g S T an

o InLaos, he met James, an illegal recruitment agent, who promised him a
commission for recruiting job aspirants from India for cyber fraud.

AN H, 98 AF, T 3y 7l vole, @ A, oas asey araed & Qv
IRT ¥ Al Tgar ardl FT 7dT F W FHAAT & &7 arer |

e Following his instructions, Abdul Kadher recruited nine persons from Tamil Nadu
under the pretext of data entry jobs and sent them to Laos through Syed, another
illegal recruitment agent from Tiruchi.

3% AT W, Ireqer FEI A affiereg @ At et B srer @ AlwRAt F FE ol
frar 3R 3¢ faedl & U 3T 3y T Tolc UG & ATCTA § a1 A 3|

¢ While Syed and Abdul Kadher were nabbed earlier, Shankar Sarkar was detained at
the Kolkata airport, brought to Tamil Nadu, and remanded in judicial custody.

>TeT dug 3 Iege FTe T Ugel & FREAR Y fordm aram T, ai 4T TR
FITRIAT gaT$ g3 W fevraa & foam aran, afferang omar 3R =lds fevwa &
AT fear |
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Complaints filed against marketing pitch
of nutraceuticals developed by CMFRI

|GS Paper lll: Cyber Securityl

KOZHIKODE

Campaign Against Pseudo
Science Using Law and
Ethics (CAPSULE) Kerala, a
wing of the Kerala Sasthra
Sahitya Parishad, has filed
complaints with the Food
Safety and Standards Auth-
ority of India (FSSAI)
against the online market-
ing claims and sale of three
nutraceuticals products,
which have been deve-
loped by the Indian Coun-
cil of Agricultural Re-
search-Central Marine
Fisheries Research Insti-
tute (ICAR-CMFRI).
Nutraceuticals are pro-
ducts derived from food
sources with additional
health benefits besides
basic nutritional value. The
complaint said the pro-
duct, Algamin Tension-
Ease capsules, promises to

-

Kerala medical group asks
FSSAI to take action against
misleading claims. GETTY IMAGES

boost heart health, man-
age mild to moderate hy-
pertension, control high
cholesterol and circulatory
instability, and relieve an-
xiety and stress. The ma-
nufacturer claims it reduc-
es blood pressure and
hypertension, regulates
optimal blood flow, and
has no side effects.

The product Algamin
Diabet-Ease capsules is be-

ing advertised claiming
that it helps to improve dig-
estive health and weakness
due to diabetes, can lower
blood sugar levels, and
maximises insulin utilisa-
tion in the body. Both of
them are manufactured by
Kochi-based Ayur Research
Centre for Pioneer Phar-
maceuticals Limited and
marketed by GoWell Inter-
national Traders Private Li-
mited. According to the
CMFRI, they contain 100%
natural marine bioactive
ingredients from selected
seaweeds, which are com-
monly available in the In-
dian coastal waters.

‘No human trials held’

GreenRex capsules, manu-
factured by Elixir Extracts
Private Limited, Muvattu-
puzha, Ernakulam, and
marketed by Emineotech
Private Limited, Chavara,

Complaints filed against marketing pitch of
nutraceuticals developed by CMFRI

HTATHIRATE G [AHAd ~Jegrgeded & Ao
aral W R ot

Campaign Against Pseudo Science Using Law and Ethics (CAPSULE)
Kerala, a wing of the Kerala Sasthra Sahitya Parishad, has filed
complaints with the Food Safety and Standards Authority of India
(FSSAI) against the online marketing claims and sale of three

nutraceutical products developed by the Indian Council of
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Kollam, claim to treat non-
alcoholic  fatty  liver
disease.

The complaint pointed
out, quoting official docu-
ments, that these products
have not been subjected to
human trials and there are
concerns about their safety
and efficacy. Also, they vio-
late the Food Safety and
Standards (Advertising and
Claims) Regulations, 2018,
Food Safety and Standards
Act, 2006, Consumer Pro-
tection Act, 2019, Drugs
and Magic Remedies (Ob-
jectionable Advertise-
ments) Act, 1954, and the
Drugs and Cosmetics Act,
1940. CAPSULE Kerala
functionaries urged the
FSSAI to conduct an inves-
tigation and take action to
curb misleading claims
and ensure compliance
with FSSAI regulations and
other applicable laws.
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Agricultural Research-Central Marine Fisheries Research Institute
(ICAR-CMFRI).

FF4T I I WIEW Ifoir A €S vf¥FH (CAPSULE) 3R, A e
¥ Wifged IRwE F1 oF RBEar §, F AR F sqwee aRwg-dea
7l el Rad $¥ege (ICAR-CMFRI) garT & disr
FIEEfReFd el & JfeTenser fuor gt Ak fof § Bae s
ey & I’ AF wfor (FSSAN F 9w Reraa o #r 3

e Nutraceuticals are products derived from food sources with additional health benefits
beyond basic nutritional value.

~ERYfeFed I 3cUle § S Wied Fidl & 9red gl § 3R el 9vor o @ W
HTARFT FAELT A1 JeTol ] ol

e The complaint mentions the product Algamin TensionEase capsules, which claim to
boost heart health, manage mild to moderate hypertension, control high cholesterol, and
relieve anxiety and stress.

RIerrd A srernfAer Easer Foged F1 3ol ¢, S TaT T H dedT 3o, ooh
q ALIH 3T IFdATT A T&T Flal, 3T Plokelad Hl FafEd axer 3R &ar 3k

delld § TS &1 &l gral ad gl
e The manufacturer claims it reduces blood pressure, regulates optimal blood flow,
and has no side effects.

AT 7 grar § 6 I8 I@aaT A FIAT §, 39F @A T9E B HAIAd wr g 3R
IS GOHHTT 6T ¢

e« The product Algamin Diabet-Ease capsules claims to improve digestive health, reduce
weakness due to diabetes, lower blood sugar levels, and maximize insulin utilization.

A SAC-§ FHeH UTael T H FUR, AYAT & HRUT HHGNT H HH
T, T AT o T T el el AR ST & IUANT AT A A FA F0 ara
X &l

e Both products are manufactured by Kochi-based Ayur Research Centre for Pioneer

Pharmaceuticals Limited and marketed by GoWell International Traders Private
Limited.

et 3cdrel @1 fAATor wfw Rud 3R Rud dev oR IRfamw sEegiesew
fafaes garr fhar 3 § 3R aae seuad dsd usde fAfdes ganr [_vure fRar
T §

e According to CMFRI, these capsules contain 100% natural marine bioactive
ingredients from selected seaweeds found in Indian coastal waters.

HTATHIRINE & ITAR, T el HRAT TET STl H UV Siled arel YholeT T
daTer ¥ gTedT 100% T s TN sid AfFT T
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Concerns over Human Trials and Regulations

Ag gdeIor 3R fAgAY ) Rar

Website: patrioticias.in
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GreenRex capsules, manufactured by Elixir Extracts Private Limited, Ernakulam, and
marketed by Emineotech Private Limited, Kollam, claim to treat non-alcoholic fatty
liver disease.

Nww Foqed, Ferepr AT vehfFar wradaca wgde f@fAes, wigan garr e
I § 3R fauuie sfReaRe uigde faffes, Fea#d cart fFar = g, dR-erme &
AT AT 7 ScATsT el & grar A

The complaint highlights that these products have not undergone human trials and
raises concerns regarding their safety and efficacy.

RIepraa & garar 37 § 76 3 3curel &1 Ag gdator AE T = § 3R e
FLaT AR gemaefierar H o RAW 3o 7S

It alleges violations of the Food Safety and Standards (Advertising and Claims)
Regulations, 2018, Food Safety and Standards Act, 2006, Consumer Protection
Act, 2019, Drugs and Magic Remedies (Objectionable Advertisements) Act, 1954,
and Drugs and Cosmetics Act, 1940.

Ig @1y e IR AwF (e 3k q) Rfaws, 2018, @y geaw 3k Aww
A=, 2006, IUsiear @eTor FfARATA, 2019, 399 vz AT WA BMUREa+H
Rramaer) sffAwe, 1954, 3R 39w vz Freafesw A0AIH, 1940 F 3eawa &1 IRT
CEIGIN

CAPSULE Kerala urged the FSSAI to investigate and take action against these
misleading claims, ensuring compliance with regulations.

CAPSULE 3% &f FSSAI § o1 $oe &Tal &l Sirgr el 3R 7@t 1 dreiel giafed
el o foIT Has Fa &7 IEE 6|
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U.P. invokes ESMA,
imposes six-month
ban on protests

Decision comes amid the upcoming Maha Kumbh and other events; the
Opposition calls it ‘undemocratic’ and suppression of employees’ rights

GS Paper lll: Freedom to
trike

LUCKNOW

he Uttar Pradesh
T government on Sa-
turday invoked the

Essential Services Mainte-
nance Act (ESMA), ban-
ning strikes by government
employees in all State go-
vernment departments,
corporations, and authori-
ties for six months.

“In exercise of the pow-
ers under sub-section (1) of
section-3 of the Uttar Pra-
desh Essential Services
Maintenance Act, 1966
(U.P. Act No. 30 of 1966),
the State government pro-
hibited strikes for a period
of six months from the
date of the notification,”
reads the notification is-
sued by the government.

The decision came amid
the upcoming Maha
Kumbh, which is going to
be held in the State, and

other important
programmes.
The Act gives the police

the power to arrest the em-

Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath during a visit to review preparations

ahead of the Maha Kumbh in Prayagraj on Saturday. I

ployees violating the provi-
sions of the Act without a
warrant. The punishment
is imprisonment for a term
which may extend to one
year or a fine which may
extend to 1,000 or both,
to any person who instigat-
ed a strike which was ille-
gal under the Act.

The Opposition de-
scribed the decision as un-
democratic, aimed at cur-
tailing the right to protest.
“The ruling BJP-led Uttar

Pradesh government is an-
ti-people and anti-demo-
cratic to the core. Eve-
ryone, including
government employees,
has the right to protest.
Such a decision shows that
the present government is
scared of listening to the
grievances of any section
of the population including
its own employees. It is a
black law, we condemn the
move,” said Anil Yadav, a
senior Congress leader.

PATRIOTIC IAS: Near Rajbanshi Hospital, Paidleyganj Road, Gorakhpur

U.P. invokes ESMA,
iImposes six-month ban
on protests

30 YU o SUHUHAT
o] 54T, B8 AR F
foT e yeeiar
gfaeer o

The Uttar Pradesh government
invoked the Essential Services
Maintenance Act (ESMA) on
Saturday, banning strikes by
government employees in all
State government departments,
corporations, and authorities
for six months.

W YU TFR o Afaar +
HTaRIF Far FHepwaror fafaaw
(ESMA) =] fara, foraar asfh
T5T THR & e, [et
3R wiftreot & o #fA &
AT I FATIRAT 6 g=a
X gfaser e

e The notification, issued under sub-section (1) of section-3 of the Uttar Pradesh

Essential Services Maintenance Act, 1966 (U.P. Act No. 30 of 1966), prohibits strikes

for six months from the date of the notification.

g AP IR ISU ATaRTS [T IHReor FfATAIA, 1966 (3T Y& Iffags
HEAT 30, 1966) F URI-3 A ITURT (1) & ded IR 1 15, S 3ifegaem & [Afr
©E A & fow gsdarell & gfasfad aar g1

e The decision was taken in light of the upcoming Maha Kumbh and other important

programs in the state.

Website: patrioticias.in

Telegram Channel: https://t.me/patrioticlAS




PATRIOTIC IAS: Near Rajbanshi Hospital, Paidleyganj Road, Gorakhpur

Contact Number: 9971932488

mmmﬁmmwmmwmﬁﬁwmﬁwﬁgu
forar aram)

e Under the Act, the police have the power to arrest employees violating its provisions
without a warrant.

58 JfRfagd & dga, gfaw #t e are AfTs &1 Soous #e ard STl
FI TRFIR T 1 30T T

e The punishment includes imprisonment for up to one year, a fine of up to ¥1,000, or
both, for any person who instigates a strike deemed illegal under the Act.

39 AATATH & dgd, frar Ifed &l 33y g3dia & v 3hd W Th A dF Y
HAT, 1,000 TF FT FHIT, AT =t & Fohl 2

e Opposition leaders described the move as “undemocratic” and aimed at suppressing
the right to protest of employees.

fagefr A3t ¥ 57 FcA F " HATRAIEAD" AT 3R 3T FAARAT & @AY F T F
HUFR I G & 36aT § 3R AT FHeH w2

e Senior Congress leader Anil Yadav termed it as a black law, condemning the ruling
BJP-led Uttar Pradesh government for being anti-people and anti-democratic.

IRES HIF AT AfAST Al o 38 FTel FRPA R G T Mol & AJed drell IR
Y& THN T Tt 3R sretwaifys sam|

o He stated that government employees have the right to protest and accused the
government of being afraid to address grievances of its own employees.

3ogial Fel F TWEN FATRAT F AT FF F1 IVFER 31 TR )W 39
Wﬁ%ﬂﬁgﬂﬁﬁgﬁﬁmml
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Rajnath to oversee
commissioning of
Tushil in Russia

GS Paper lll: Internal
ISecurity

NEW DELHI

The first of two stealth
guided missile frigates,
Tushil, under construction
in Russia, is set to be com-
missioned during the
three-day visit of Defence
Minister Rajnath Singh be-
ginning on Sunday for the
21st meeting of the India-
Russia Inter-Governmental
Commission on Military
and Military Technical
Cooperation (IRIGC-
M&MTC).

Mr. Singh and his Rus-
sian counterpart, Andrey
Belousov, will co-chair the
21st meeting of the IRIGC-
M&MTC in Moscow on De-
cember 10, a Defence Mi-
nistry statement said. “The
two leaders will review the
entire range of multi-facet-
ed relations between the
two countries in the field
of defence, including mili-
tary-to-military and indus-
trial cooperation. They will
also exchange views on
contemporary  regional
and global issues of mutual
interest.”

Mr. Singh will travel
to Yantra Shipyard in Kali-
ningrad for the commis-
sion ceremony of the fri-
gate during which he will
be accompanied by Navy

Rajnath Singh

chief Admiral Dinesh K.
Tripathi.

In addition, he will pay
tributes at ‘The Tomb of
the Unknown Soldier’ in
Moscow to honour the So-
viet soldiers killed during
the Second World War. He
will interact with members
of the Indian community.

Tushil is an upgraded
Krivak III class frigate of
Project 1135.6 of which six
are already in service —
three Talwar class ships,
built at Baltisky shipyard,
St. Petersburg, and three
follow-on Teg class ships,
built at Yantar shipyard,
Kaliningrad. The ship’s
construction was closely
monitored by an Indian
team of specialists from
the Warship Overseeing
Team stationed at Kalinin-
grad, under the aegis of the
Embassy of India, Moscow,
the Navy said in a
statement.

W AT FE|
e Mr. Singh will travel to Yantra Shipyard in Kaliningrad for the commissioning
ceremony of the frigate and will be accompanied by Navy Chief Admiral Dinesh K.
Tripathi.
Ty g Fifafasang & a9 RuaE &7 e & waRifcs gaRE & fov ST
3R 3 Gy Adr diw vsfaRe e &. Bardr g
o He will also pay tributes at the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier in Moscow to honour

Soviet soldiers killed during the Second World War and interact with the Indian
community.
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Rajnath to oversee
commissioning of Tushil in
Russia

w0 A gfier & et fr dew
HL TATTT

¢ The first of two stealth guided missile frigates, Tushil,
under construction in Russia, is set to be commissioned
during the three-day visit of Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh beginning on Sunday.

T H AT o ey gds Aana e A @
qgelt, Jefier, Tt &t Tsrery g &1 AR @ g% gl
arelr et feadi amar & el saa fhar e

e The visit is for the 21st meeting of the India-Russia Inter-
Governmental Commission on Military and Military
Technical Cooperation (IRIGC-M&MTC).

HEART 3T (IRIGC-M&MTC) & 21t S8 & faw gl

¢ Rajnath Singh and his Russian counterpart, Andrey
Belousov, will co-chair the meeting in Moscow on
December 10, according to a Defence Ministry statement.

T HATO & 3TAR, Toelry g 3N 3oTeh ®ET HARE]
IS AT 38 Jooh AT 10 RHaw 1 Alww & Fg-3regetdr
HY|

o They will review the entire range of defence relations,
including military-to-military and industrial cooperation,

and discuss regional and global issues of mutual
interest.

g | ot & "edl, fSEd A7 @ A7 IR s
TEANT AT ¢, T FHeT w3 & 3w AR Aeet
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ag AR H Irad Jfaw i F9 W ST R feg ey A odie gu diiga dfawi
Y AT & R ARAT FHST & T S|

Tushil is an upgraded Krivak Il class frigate of Project 1135.6, of which six are
already in service.

Jeler WieiFe 1135.6 T 3qass frars |1l Faw Bhae B, o @ o 9ga & dar & g1

These include three Talwar class ships, built at Baltisky Shipyard, St. Petersburg,

and three Teg class ships, built at Yantar Shipyard, Kaliningrad.
7 i TAaR FATH ST A §, S aifechr Raams, de dedest & sav v
IR AT A9 Farw sgre, S I RIS, FIfaRaag F s v v g

The construction of Tushil was closely monitored by an Indian team of specialists

from the Warship Overseeing Team stationed in Kaliningrad, under the aegis of the
Embassy of India, Moscow, as per the Navy.

AT & 3TER, Jefier &1 AT el f@Rrwat i o can, S wfafaerare &
dera aRfag stavase S a fRewr B, Al # AR gamara & el F3e
ferett A foham amm|

BSF deployment moved to zero line
along Bangladesh border in Bengal

GS Paper lll: Internal
Security

hiv Sahay Singh
KOLKATA

The Border Security Force
has shifted the deployment
of its personnel to the zero
line along the border with
Bangladesh in Murshida-
bad district of West Bengal.
The border is a long stretch
of char lands along the
Padma river, and the forces
had so far been deployed a
few hundred metres from
the border inside the In-
dian territory.

Farmers who have their
farmlands in the chars un-
til now had to register with
the BSF to access and cul-
tivate the lands.

“There are three batta-
lions in Murshidabad,
where there is a problem
of char lands. Everywhere,
we have deployed forces
along the zero line from Fa-
rakka to Kakmarichar,” De-
puty Inspector-General
Anil Kumar Sinha of the
BSF Baharampur range
told presspersons.
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est Bengal shares a 2,216-km border wit|

h Bangladesh, and it is

manned by three frontiers of the BSF. SHIV SAHAY SINGH

The official said the de-
ployment has been made
from three battalions —
Battalions 73, 146, and 149
of the South Bengal Fron-
tier of the BSF.

‘Long-pending demand’
While sources in the secur-
ity establishment said that
the turmoil in Bangladesh
may have prompted the
deployment, BSF officials
said it was a long pending
demand of farmers in the

area. Chars are pieces of
land formed of sand and
silt that appear and disap-
pear depending on the
flow of river.

The chars along the
Bangladesh border are
created by the Padma.
They don’t have power and
water supply, which is why
the forces had been sta-
tioned inside the Indian
territory.

BSF officials said that
the work on surveying and

erecting fences along the
International Border will
start soon.

Better protection
Julfikar Ali, secretary, Bor-
der Development Commit-
tee of Murshidabad, who
has repeatedly demanded
deployment of the BSF at
the zero line in the chars,
welcomed the move. He
said it will benefit thou-
sands of farmers.

“Now farmers can ac-
cess their land without
having to take permission
from the BSF. This would
also help in better protec-
tion of our borders,” he
said.

Mr. Ali said that two In-
dian nationals were arrest-
ed and are still lodged in
prison in Bangladesh after
they crossed over to work
in their fields on Septem-
ber 2. West Bengal shares a
2,216-km border with Ban-
gladesh, and it is manned
by three frontiers of the
BSF.
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BSF deployment moved to zero line along Bangladesh
border in Bengal

qfgd ST H FE e AT & I AR d8T W
direaee fr o
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The Border Security Force (BSF) has shifted the deployment of its personnel to the
zero line along the Bangladesh border in Murshidabad district of West Bengal.

HaAT geam g (Aeaes) o 9RTH e F ARieEE e & aEarer dare g
39l AT Dl SIRT A8 U ololTd X fear g

The border consists of a long stretch of char lands along the Padma river, where forces
were earlier deployed a few hundred metres inside Indian territory.

g AT g A & fFaAr el o IR HA & ¥ Tl ¢, ST8T Tgel Sided H ARA
&9 & 3} Fo @ Hex H gt W A= A S

Farmers with farmlands in the chars had to register with the BSF to access and
cultivate their lands.

IR A A P S ard el 1 396l A GF IgIe R WA F & o
fiTHTE F AT GSAHIOT HIAT g3aT AT

Deputy Inspector-General Anil Kumar Sinha of the BSF Baharampur range stated,
“There are three battalions in Murshidabad, where the issue of char lands exists.
Forces are deployed along the zero line from Farakka to Kakmarichar.”

dITEUh TERER I & Bel geiact Sokel Hfaer FAR et e, "HRicweme
et Ferfere €, STeT IR 3 T FHEAT §| $aFhl ¥ FHANER T IR Mgl T
g deld X U 9tw gl

The deployment includes Battalions 73, 146, and 149 of the South Bengal Frontier of
the BSF.

JATT A AT Fenrer wieaw Nvaew i FerferddT 73, 146 3T 149 Ao gl

While turmoil in Bangladesh might have influenced the decision, officials stated that
this was a long-pending demand of farmers.

gTolifeh aFemeer & renfa & su Aoy & wsnfaa fFam & dpar &, 3Rl & wer
& g8 fhaar & aa 87T ¥ dafaa ar o)

Chars are lands formed of sand and silt, which appear and disappear based on the
river flow.

IR HA YT 3R g F &N qfF § S Al F yae & U W 3R 3R IS gl
W gl

The chars along the Bangladesh border are formed by the Padma river and lack
power and water supply, leading to earlier deployment inside Indian territory.

diedTeer AT F 9 IR A IgAT A4l GaNT ST ST § 3 Tel farel v
&1 3Tqfd €T &, T Tgel STal I ARG & & e deltal R ST T
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o BSF officials mentioned that surveying and erecting fences along the International
Border will begin soon.

dITETE TSRS o T fob SaRred daAr W gdaror dR a3 T Soe & qw
g

e Julkar Ali, Secretary of the Border Development Committee of Murshidabad,
welcomed the move, stating it will benefit thousands of farmers.

Hfterae @ R afdfs & afRT gawt srelft a3 50 wem #1 F@ea fhar ik
Fgl fF U goIRT FAT HI AT BIam|

e He added, “Now farmers can access their land without needing permission from the
BSF. This will also help in better protection of our borders.”

mmmmm@mmmmmﬁwq@mmw
gAY TAT3T T g AT & o Heg HLm|”

e Two Indian nationals were arrested and are still imprisoned in Bangladesh after
crossing over to work on their fields on September 2.

& HRAT ARIRE A 2 RFET F 390 @l H F1F T & v T 9R & & 916
TR H FRFaR Far ar=ar 3R 3 3l off 3 & &)

e West Bengal shares a 2,216-km border with Bangladesh, manned by three frontiers

of the BSF.

‘Design phase of indigenous nuclear
attack submarines to take 4-5 years’

GS Paper lllI: Internal
Security
makar r’eri

NEW DELHI

The design phase of the in-
digenous nuclear attack
submarines (SSN) will take
four or five years and the
construction of the first
one, building on the expe-
rience of the ballistic nu-
clear missile submarine
programme (SSBN), will
take another five years, of-
ficials in the know said.
The third SSN leased
from Russia is expected to
be delivered to the Indian
Navy in 2028 after delays.
Last week, Navy chief
Admiral Dinesh K. Tripathi
said that “as per their time-
lines, 2036-37 was the very
realistic timeframe when
the first SSN can be induct-
ed followed by the second
one in a couple of years”.
The design and develop-
ment should take four or
five years, and the con-
struction another five

INS Arihant with a displacement of 6,000 tonnes was commissioned
into service in August 2016. FILE PHOTO

years, the sources said. An
SSN is different from an
SSBN but the experience of
building the latter is help-
ful and the reactor and oth-
er specifications will be fi-
nalised considering the
requirement of speed and
endurance that SSNs need,
the sources said.

India had leased two
SSNs, INS Chakra 1 and 2,
in the past from Russia.
The third one, contracted
on lease, has seen several
delays due to COVID, hold-

ing up the finalisation of
the hull that was to be re-
furbished. It is now expect-
ed by 2027-end or ear-
ly2028, according to
sources.

The SSNs are a critical
requirement for the Navy
to keep a watch over the In-
do-Pacific as they give unli-
mited endurance to per-
form a variety of tasks.

October saw two major
developments — the Cabi-
net Committee on Security
approved the indigenous

construction of two SSNs
estimated to cost around
%35,000 crore, while In-
dia’s fourth SSBN referred
to as S4* was launched into
the water at the Ship Build-
ing Centre in Visakhapat-
nam, as reported earlier.

India currently has two
SSBNs in operation.

INS Arihant with a dis-
placement of 6,000 tonnes
and powered by an 83-MW
pressurised  light-water
reactor with enriched ura-
nium was commissioned
in August 2016.

The second SSBN, INS
Arighaat (S3), which re-
tains the same reactor
specifications and dimen-
sions with several techno-
logical upgrades, was com-
missioned in August.

The third SSBN Aridha-
man (S4) is currently un-
dergoing sea trials and is
expected to be commis-
sioned into service next
year, sources said.
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qfRaH ST FT TR F WY 2,216 fFadHiex a1 A1 &7 g, Faar [erEr
dreaew e BRI garr Hr ST §

Design Phase of Indigenous Nuclear Attack
Submarines to Take 4-5 Years

Faeefl AT A arell gagfeaal & f3amger =_or #1 4-
5aY oEray

e The design phase of indigenous nuclear attack submarines (SSN) will take 4-5 years,
and the construction of the first one will take another 5 years, based on the experience
of the ballistic nuclear missile submarine (SSBN) program.

Tl ILATI] gH aTell UoAsTeaal (SSN) & fBamger =or 1 4-5 @ odfel, 3R ugel
qeigesl T fa#Tor 5 aut A @ ghom, St dfafesw wA] AEge qegs (SSBN)
hRISHH & HeIHd W TR |

e The third SSN leased from Russia is expected to be delivered to the Indian Navy in
2028 after delays.

™ & 5ee W ot 1§ Nt SSN & 2028 H #RAT AT #r w5 Fr 371 &,
St fadfaa gr a8 g

e Navy Chief Admiral Dinesh K. Tripathi stated that the first SSN could be inducted by
2036-37, with the second following in a couple of years.

AT 97T vsfaRe RaAer . Burdr a1 wer & ggell SSN #T 2036-37 ds A« fahar

ST Hehel €, 3R g@l SSN 304 Fo ast alg 3w

e An SSN is different from an SSBN; however, the experience of building SSBNs will aid in
finalizing specifications for speed and endurance required for SSNs.

SSN, SSBN & 37efaT glell &; gTeiifeh, SSBN & fo#Tor &1 3rfera arfar 3l weereterar

T 3maTs R[ARSearst = a7 &7 & & FAeg |

e India had previously leased two SSNs (INS Chakra 1 and 2) from Russia. The third
one, delayed due to COVID-19, is expected by 2027-end or early-2028.

HRT o Ugeral SSN (INS T 1 3R 2) &7 & g W o off| il SSN, Sit covib-
19 % HROT TIeifad g8, % 2027 & 3 I 2028 A LI I Al H 3741 B

e SSNs are essential for the Navy to monitor the Indo-Pacific region as they provide
unlimited endurance for various tasks.

AT & forw Fg-wera & i fFeRr & e SSN Ageaqut § ifd A f_ffes @i

F v ard ggerelierar v et gl

e In October 2024, the Cabinet Committee on Security (CCS) approved the indigenous
construction of two SSNs at an estimated cost of ¥35,000 crore.

IFEaT 2024 H, Y& AHAT F ARFASAT AT (CCS) 7 35,000 FN3 AT 37ATAS
AT WX ar SSN & Fagelt famtor s FHogdr &

Website: patrioticias.in
Telegram Channel: https://t.me/patrioticlAS




PATRIOTIC IAS: Near Rajbanshi Hospital, Paidleyganj Road, Gorakhpur

Contact Number: 9971932488

e In the same month, India's fourth SSBN (S4) was launched into the water at the Ship
Building Centre in Visakhapatnam.

O #AEI, IR 1 giefy SSBN (S4) # fenEa«a® & R [fess dexd o= &

3ART AT
e India currently operates two SSBNs:

o

INS Arihant, with a displacement of 6,000 tonnes and powered by an 83-MW

pressurized light-water reactor, was commissioned in August 2016.
o The second, INS Arighaat (S3), with similar specifications and technological
upgrades, was commissioned in August 2024.

R
INS 31itga, e favamas 6,000 &1 3R Tafora § 83-MW & WHurized dTse-

IJAHATT H &Y SSBN &7 HaTolel T &

areX RueFe ganT, 58 3erEd 2016 7 A1 # A fhar =]
o &, INS 3REre (S3), A fAfASed3it 3R dereilehl Sealiaal & AT, IHIEd

2024 & A AT I

e The third SSBN, INS Aridhaman (S4), is undergoing sea trials and is expected to be
commissioned next year.

el SSBN, INS 3Rt (S4), Fdr qaror & R @ § 3R 0 301 a¥ A
T = &1 3FAIE B

UN declares
December 21
as World
Meditation Day

[pcs |

GS Paper Il: IR

India was a member of the
core group of countries in-
cluding Liechtenstein, Sri
Lanka, Nepal, Mexico and
Andorra that guided the
unanimous adoption of the
resolution titled World
Meditation Day in the 193-
member UN General As-
sembly on Friday.

India’s Permanent Re-
presentative to the UN Am-
bassador  Parvathaneni
Harish said in a post on X
that India’s leadership in
overall human wellbeing
stems from “our civilisa-
tional dictum of #Vasud-
haivaKutumbakam - the
whole world is one
family”.

Website: patrioticias.in
Telegram Channel: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

UN Declares December 21 as World
Meditation Day

HYFd e o 21 feHaw &1 favg eue fgaw
F T A afve

. India was a member of the core group of countries, including
Liechtenstein, Sri Lanka, Nepal, Mexico, and Andorra, that guided the
unanimous adoption of the resolution titled World Meditation Day in the 193-
member UN General Assembly on Friday.

HRA 37 {ET M & WHE 1 Geed o1, orad fasww e, sferr, s,
AFER R iR anfAe O, Ogier 193-Hewdr WY Tvg AgrwaT 7 ey
eae Raw & M¥F aral g&ara i Fa@FAT § A9 H Al &

¢ India’s Permanent Representative to the UN, Ambassador
Parvathaneni Harish, stated in a post on X that India’s leadership in overall

human wellbeing stems from its civilisational dictum of
#VasudhaivaKutumbakam — “the whole world is one family.”

TIFA T A AT & T gfafafdr, ey waasedl gfera X W o aee
H gl Toh WAT AT FdIoT H HRA A AAccd &THAT 3Hh HFIARIT
fquia vagdagiasa — E0T g v aRar ¥ & 9Ra #
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Why can’t the world agree on a plastic ban?

[GS Paper IIl: Environment

How much plastic waste is produced now? What is the most common type of plastic waste found

in the environment? Why are several countries averse to tackling plastic pollution? Why did talks

fail at Busan? Is another round of negotiations likely?

Jacob Koshy

The story so far:
he 5th Intergovernmental Negotiating
Committee (INC-5) on plastic
pollution was a conclave of
delegations from about 170 countries
mandated to establish a legally binding treaty to
end plastic pollution, informally called the
Global Plastics Treaty. Despite a week of
meetings, the INC-5 failed to meet its mandate.

What is the Global Plastics Treaty?

The United Nations Environment Assembly
(UNEA) resolved in March 2022 to ‘end plastic
pollution, including in the marine environment.
To that end, INC committees were constituted
and tasked with negotiating a treaty before the
end of 2024. Over the last two years, countries
met five times, and attempted to bridge
divergent views on how to end plastic pollution.
Several countries are enthusiastic about ways
and means to encourage recycling and prohibit
certain plastics that lead to littering — India for
instance has banned single-use plastic since
2022 - but many of them are reluctant to limit
plastic production. Several countries are either
petro-states or those that have significant
industries that manufacture plastic polymers.
Before the latest, and what was expected to be
the last round of negotiations, began in Busan,
South Korea, the Chair of the INC-5, Luis Vayas
Valdivieso, circulated a draft text called a ‘non
paper. This was roughly a synthesis of the views
of all countries on managing plastic production
but in the end, it turned out that despite long
negotiations, the chasm between countries who
viewed addressing plastic pollution as a waste
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Currently,
the world
produces
about 400
million
tonnes of
plastic waste
every year

Complete ban: An environmental activist wears a banner reading “No
plastic” during a campaign to reduce plastic use in Seoul on December 3. AFP
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management problem, and those that saw it as
unachievable without cutting its production at
source, was one that was too wide to bridge.

How bad is the problem of plastic pollution?
According to a United Nations Environment
Programme (UNEP) factsheet, plastic waste
generation nearly trebled from between 1970
and 1990. In the early 2000s, the amount of
plastic waste generated rose more in a single
decade than it had in the previous 40 years.
Currently, the world produces about 400 million
tonnes of plastic waste every year. If historic
growth trends continue, global production of
primary plastic is forecasted to reach 1,100
million tonnes by 2050. There has also been a
worrying shift towards single-use plastic
products, items that are meant to be thrown
away after a short use.

Approximately, 36% of all plastics produced
are used in packaging, including single-use
plastic products for food and beverage
containers, of which 85% ends up in landfills or
as unregulated waste. On top of that, about 98%
of single-use plastic products are produced from
fossil fuel, or “virgin” feedstock. The level of
greenhouse gas emissions associated with the
production, use and disposal of conventional
fossil fuel-based plastics is forecast to grow to
19% of the global carbon budget by 2040. Of the
seven billion tonnes of plastic waste generated
globally so far, less than 10% has been recycled.
Millions of tonnes of plastic waste are lost to the
environment, or sometimes shipped thousands
of kilometres to destinations where it is mostly
burned or dumped. The estimated annual loss
in the value of plastic packaging waste during
sorting and processing alone is $80-$120 billion.
Cigarette butts — whose filters contain tiny
plastic fibres — are the most common type of
plastic waste found in the environment. Food
wrappers, plastic bottles, plastic bottle caps,
plastic grocery bags, plastic straws, and stirrers
are the next most common item.

What is India’s position on the treaty?

India said that it would be “unable” to support
any measures to regulate the production of
primary plastic polymers as it has larger
implications in respect of the right to
development of member States. Indian
delegation leader, Naresh Pal Gangwar, of the
Environment Ministry, said at the concluding
plenary session India had always been
“committed” to the principle of consensus in
decision-making in respect of substantive
matters under multilateral environmental
agreements. This principle reiterated collective
decision-making and reflects shared

@PATRIOTICIAS

responsibilities and commitment. Elaborating
on these points, India’s position was that it had
banned 22 kinds of single-use plastic and put in
place an Extended Producer Responsibility
regime. This means that companies had to
ensure a certain percentage of their
plastic-packaging waste was recycled and that
the littering of some of the most common kinds
of plastic waste was banned. However, virgin
polymer production is one of India’s major
products and exports, with conglomerates such
as Reliance having significant stakes in the
industry. India viewed calls to cut plastic
production and regulate its supply as akin to
introducing barriers to trade. Its position was
closer to that of China, Saudi Arabia and several
other oil and petrochemical-refining states. At
the talks, 85-100 of the gathered countries were
supportive of cuts to plastic production,
year-wise targets to achieve them and restrict
supply and trade. Finally, India has strongly
opposed proposals for countries to vote on
propositions in draft texts that were produced at
negotiations such as INC. In INC-like
negotiations — like the Conference of Parties
talks in climate — every single word and
punctuation has to be agreed upon by all
countries. This inevitably leads to deadlock that
can take years to resolve. There have been
proposals to include voting rights to engineer
progress but countries have opposed this, on the
ground that it violates the principle of equity.

Is this the end of the road?
By no means. It is expected that an “INC 5.2”
will likely be convened sometime later next year
to resume conversation and find common
ground to firm a treaty. The final treaty, if agreed
to, will lead to the beginning of a periodic
Conference of Parties (COP) — just like in the
climate talks. The UN talks in Rio de Janerio, in
1992, was where countries decided to address
carbon dioxide emissions. It took three years
until the first COP was organised in Berlin and in
the 29 years since, the world has moved at a
glacial pace to address CO2 emissions.
According to an analysis by the Center for
International Environmental Law, multilateral
environmental agreements have taken varying
amounts of time to negotiate treaty text due to a
range of factors, ranging from just over a year to
nearly five years between the start of
negotiations and treaty adoption. In addition,
depending on the number of countries required
to ratify, it is not unusual for several years to
pass between adopting the treaty and its entry
into force. For example, the Intergovernmental
Conference on an international legally-binding
instrument under the United Nations
Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS) for
the conservation and sustainable use of marine
biological diversity of areas beyond national
jurisdiction held five sessions over five years. It
met seven times by holding a “resumed” fifth
session and a “further resumed” fifth session.
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Why can’t the world agree on a plastic ban?
gferar cenf¥es gfaees W+l ¥gAd Agt g1 Hehdl?

The 5th Intergovernmental Negotiating Committee (INC-5) on plastic
pollution was a conclave of delegations from about 170 countries
tasked with establishing a legally binding treaty to end plastic
pollution, informally called the Global Plastics Treaty.

CATiee® FeuoT W 581 HaR-wvhrl arat |fAfa (INC-5) earsmr 170 Sat
& yfafaftal &1 v gFAea o1, o9 conffesd gquor I FATd A &
fT v FeE T F areIER GO TR w9 w1 F dar T
o stvafe w9 & 3RaF confeeaw dfr Far Fmar B

o Despite a week of meetings, the INC-5 failed to meet its mandate.

T Heg T 5 & da9[g, INC-5 el 3T A T el A fahel T

What is the Global Plastics Treaty?
dRgs canfeaw aftr a7 82

¢ The United Nations Environment Assembly (UNEA) resolved in March 2022 to end
plastic pollution, including in the marine environment.

YT TS GATAROT FHT (UNEA) & ATE 2022 # carieesd wquor, foras amie
gataRor 3T QA T, T TATCH el &1 AT o)

¢ INC committees were formed to negotiate a treaty before the end of 2024.
2024 % 3d ¥ Tl U T W a1 a0 & v INC gfRfagr aifsa fr a1 o

o Over the past two years, countries met five times, trying to bridge divergent views on
how to end plastic pollution.

feer a auf &, 2ot & 97T IR FeATHIT A, Tg TAH FA U foh confees qguor
AT Fel o alent X AT efSehiont 1 gorgmar 51 G|

e Several countries are enthusiastic about ways to encourage recycling and prohibit
certain plastics, but are reluctant to limit plastic production.

g Xl @l amsfFaer w1 dcafed el 3R Fo Tollifed W IS 9= & ddehi
& gfd 318 g, oifehed caf®esd 3curest & HfAd w7 Bafeage gl

e Several countries are either petro-states or have significant industries that manufacture
plastic polymers.

&5 SA YDA § AT 379 9T AGcdYUT 36T & Sff Cellieed AR FT AT0T e
gl
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Before the latest round of negotiations in Busan, South Korea, the Chair of INC-5, Luis
Vayas Valdivieso, circulated a draft text called a ‘non paper’.

ogETe, gfavor FNATH arer g T S & uge, INC-5 & 3eaeT JEF arw
gifesdivdY o v FHlET Uts FT JER fRar S ‘Al IR Swgr 7|

Despite long negotiations, the chasm between countries that viewed plastic pollution as
a waste management problem and those who saw it as unachievable without cutting
its production at source, was too wide to bridge.

el ST & dTalg, 341 o & &I WIS S cArfeed YGWOT hl HET Jae i
Wmﬁﬁﬁwmsﬁmaﬁmﬁww%uﬁmmmﬁa,a@aﬁ
oY

How bad is the problem of plastic pollution?

T¥ed WGWor T FAEAT fhaet i g7
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According to a UNEP factsheet, plastic waste generation nearly trebled from between
1970 and 1990.

Teh UNEP T2 U9 o 374N, Collfeees Hur &l 3cdieat 1970 3R 1990 & orer orarsfar
oIt I[AT g1 I ATl

In the early 2000s, the amount of plastic waste generated rose more in a single decade
than in the previous 40 years.

2000 & eI T YIIHTA H, 3cTeeT gl dlel Tollich FR I AT Teh o A ool
40 &t 1 Tl 7 3t FE|

Currently, the world produces about 400 million tonnes of plastic waste every year.
g H, gfear g Her orererer 400 fAfTe ot canf¥ed wern 3cuee T B

If historic growth trends continue, global production of primary plastic is forecasted to
reach 1,100 million tonnes by 2050.

gfeg Wfagriass e ggfaar sl @l § ar dRaes grafAss conffes 3cures 2050

% 1,100 AT &1 T TgT T ITHA &l

There has been a worrying shift towards single-use plastic products, which are meant
to be thrown away after short use.

Rirer-gor confes scurel 1 3R v RidTSTes seela g31 &, [Sieg a8 qa@a 35T
& d1g thehel o fIT ST 1T gl
Approximately 36% of all plastics produced are used in packaging, including single-use

plastic products for food and beverage containers, of which 85% ends up in landfills
or as unregulated waste.

STITSHIT 36% el 3curied Tenfeees &1 3uler YFfoer & fhar arar &, wd @y 3k
U et & o Rsrer-ger ceanf¥es 3cure i g, foiete @ 85% Asfeer a4 ar
AT FIX o & H FATCT g AT gl

About 98% of single-use plastic products are produced from fossil fuel, or “virgin”
feedstock.




PATRIOTIC IAS: Near Rajbanshi Hospital, Paidleyganj Road, Gorakhpur

Contact Number: 9971932488

ST 98% FHIT-Ior canrf¥ear 3cure sfame#d §uet a1 “&ider Fed ATl & 3eurfed g
gl
e The level of greenhouse gas emissions associated with the production, use, and

disposal of conventional fossil fuel-based plastics is forecast to grow to 19% of the
global carbon budget by 2040.

URYR SIARA SUA-3MRT CoTfees & 3cdies, 3UaNT R ues & S diaesa
I 3ewSie T AET 2040 dF AfGE FET TSlC T 19% Tofel HT ITHT ¢

o Of the seven billion tonnes of plastic waste generated globally so far, less than 10%
has been recycled.

AT deh AT 3 A 3cUeA gled arel Aid RAferae e conffes ok & 9 10% & Fd
Fr Raresa fRar =r g

e Millions of tonnes of plastic waste are lost to the environment, or sometimes shipped
thousands of kilometres to destinations where it is mostly burned or dumped.

TGl o CoTf¥eeh de’l GATERT H T ST g, a1 Hef-hel goiRt fehelteliey gy 3o
TATAT 9T AT ST &, STET 38 SAGIaT STeliaT A7 89 fohar Srar B

e The estimated annual loss in the value of plastic packaging waste during sorting and
processing alone is $80-$120 billion.

Fael Bice 3N FHERUT & GNTol Cellfesh JHfSer Fel & Hed # AT arfden
gTfet $80-$120 faferaer 81

e Cigarette butts — whose filters contain tiny plastic fibres — are the most common type
of plastic waste found in the environment.

Re sga — s ey # BIT Tamiicsd BB gid & — JATGI0T H 910 SATel arer

FIY AT YFR & TolliEesdh &aX ald ¢l

o Food wrappers, plastic bottles, plastic bottle caps, plastic grocery bags, plastic
straws, and stirrers are the next most common items.

GEd T arell WA, Coli¥es aidd, CaTieed didel & add, TATeed ATad a,
Tef¥ed FI AN Eed 3o Fad FAT a&qU ¢l

India’s Position on the Treaty

Y T ART 1 glewor

e India said it would be “unable” to support any measures to regulate the production of
primary plastic polymers as it has larger implications on the right to development of
member states.

HRA o Fgl Toh ag gfAs carffesd difadmy & 3curga & AIEd aa & Rt o
31T & FAYT FA F “HFAL” 19T FIifh sTAT T 2 & AP & 3RMIR W
SATIF T7T ¢

e Indian delegation leader Naresh Pal Gangwar, of the Environment Ministry,
emphasized India’s commitment to the principle of consensus in decision-making
under multilateral environmental agreements.
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TFsildal & dgd AU o A weaAfa & Rguia & 9fd #Ra $r gfdeeydr W SR
fem|

India has banned 22 kinds of single-use plastic and introduced an Extended
Producer Responsibility (EPR) regime to ensure recycling of plastic-packaging waste.

HRA o 22 YR & FAarer-ger carf¥esd o gfdetr ofemam § 3R confées st
3ARAISE & YeTushoT Hl AR el & fov ReaiRa scures et (EPR)
SHEEAT oI19] I g

Virgin polymer production is a major Indian product and export, with companies like

Reliance having significant stakes. India views calls to cut plastic production as barriers
to trade.

gfotel ifeA 3cUTeeT TR &1 Toh YHW 3cdie 3R foaia &, forest Remaw st
HUfAAt $r Agcaqul REACR &1 HRA Cellieesd 3cUlesT # Heldl & 3Medlel &l SR
F Srem e ®9 F S@ar g

India’s stance aligns with countries like China, Saudi Arabia, and other oil and
petrochemical-refining states opposing production cuts.

R T 3 AT, FET 3R 3R 37T dd T USIhfAed IRSHIOT grel A & TAA g,
S 3cUTes Feldl FT AT X W} &

85-100 countries supported plastic production cuts, year-wise targets, and
restrictions on supply and trade.

85-100 it o TelTi¥e® 3eurest # Feldl, TrAT-HAg W a8y, 3 3fd 9 SR )
gfaeer &1 gAdT R

India strongly opposed voting on draft texts produced at INC negotiations, emphasizing
the principle of equity and the challenges of deadlock in consensus-based systems.

HRA o INC araiait # Fdler 916 W Adel & HaT faiiy fhar 3R a@ear & Reua
3R weaAfa-amenRa yonfaat F arfeer & galfaat SR e

Is this the End of the Road?
F4T Ig fad =T 8?2
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An “INC 5.2” is expected later next year to resume conversations and finalize the
treaty.

3T |Tel & 3d # “INC 5.2” & ISt T 371G § arfer areeiia & i & 9%
forar o1 @ 3R G@fer & 3w §9 I a1 T

The final treaty will initiate periodic Conference of Parties (COP) meetings, similar to
climate talks.

ifasr afr grg-gag WOt & FAee (COP) 1 Sl 6T @3 il S
Ay aTai3 & FA gran|

In 1992, UN talks in Rio de Janeiro decided to address CO2 emissions, and the first
COP in Berlin took three years to organize.
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1992 #, Rt 3t SR F wgaa Usg FTaist & CO2 eqaie 1 FAUT A &
faoTT fora, 3R ggell COP &r MAfSd et H i |l ofer 10|

e Analysis by the Center for International Environmental Law shows treaties take 1-5
years to negotiate and several years to enter into force.

FATSET TGO F[e Fg o [IRATT & IHTAR, AT T 1-5 ATl & A ST
e R AL @ 7 FF Tl I §

e The UNCLOS treaty on marine biodiversity required five sessions over five years and
additional resumed sessions.

AT o9 fafaerar @ UNCLOS |fer  arer ast & arar @&t i 3faRerd ge1: grer &=t
I 3MTERIHAT TS|
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The row over
tungsten mining
near Madurai

Who had got the rights? Why have there
been protests? What's the Tamil Nadu
government’s stand?

[GS Paper llI: Industry |
C. Palanivel Rajan

The story so far:

he Ministry of Mines recently announced
T it had granted tungsten mining rights to

Hindustan Zinc Limited, a subsidiary of
Vedanta Limited, through an auction on
November 7. One of the areas chosen was a band
in Melur in Madurai district. Following protests,
the State government of Tamil Nadu said that it
would soon pass a resolution to reject it.

What does the Ministry say about mining?
The Union government, through a statement on
November 7, stated that the Ministry of Mines
had successfully concluded the auction of eight
critical mineral blocks, launched under Tranche
IV of the auction of critical and strategic mineral
blocks. It attributed the success of the auction to
the Mines and Minerals (Development and
Regulation) Act, 1957, which leveraged the Union
government’s authority to grant mineral
concessions for key minerals listed in Part D of
the First Schedule. Following the issuance of the
Notice Inviting Tender (NIT) on June 24 for 21
mineral blocks, 10 mineral blocks advanced to
the second round of e-auction. They contained
deposits of strategic minerals such as

. phosphorite, graphite

The major and vanadium, essential
argument against  for high-tech and green
mining at Melur is energy applications.
because of the As the Nayakkarpatti
location’s rich tungsten block is one
flora and fauna among eight blocks

. ’ selected for mining, the
Say activists Mineral Exploration and

Consultancy Ltd. of the
Ministry of Mines in its report noted that the
2,015.51 hectares earmarked for tungsten mining
was found to be rich in scheelite — an important
ore of tungsten. The water source for mining in
the area was listed as the Periyar canal.
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Why is there opposition?

The public, environmental activists and
politicians have staunchly opposed the move to
start tungsten mining in the biodiversity-rich
heritage area at Melur. Though the Ministry
claimed that it had taken inputs from the Tamil
Nadu government, which reportedly showed no
opposition before the auction, Chief Minister
M.K. Stalin urged Prime Minister Narendra Modi
to cancel the mining rights awarded to the
private firm before announcing that the State
government would pass a resolution to cancel
mining rights. The earmarked area for mining
comprises Melur, Terkutteru, Muthuvelpatti,
Kulanipatti, Kidaripatti, Etimagamalam,
Arittapatti, Vallalappatti, Sillippyapatti,
Chettiyarpatti, and Nayakkarpatti.

Locals and environmental activists fear that
mining would destroy its rich flora and fauna in
addition to distorting its cultural significance.
The major argument raised by opposing voices
is the location’s significance as a biodiversity
heritage site, declared by the Tamil Nadu
government through a notification in November
2022, to protect the site comprising 139.63
hectares in Arittapatti village (Melur block) and
53.8 hectares in Meenakshipuram village
(Madurai East taluk) from quarrying and other
developmental activities.

Though the Ministry had explained that out of
the total area of 20.16 sq.km, only 1.93 sq.km
within Arittapatti and Meenakshipuram villages
had been notified as a biodiversity heritage site,
activists are sceptical about the impact of mining
on the environment and cultural sites like
temples and Jain beds located around the area.

R.S. Mugilan, an environmental activist
known for his protest against projects like
Sterlite, Kudankulam Nuclear Power Plant,
hydrocarbon Project in Neduvasal, and Neutrino
project, said, “Vedanta — the company that won
the auction for tungsten mining, is known for
pollution practices at its copper smelting unit in
Thoothukudi.” Highlighting issues from the
climate change perspective, Poovulagin
Nanbargal, an environmental organisation based
in Tamil Nadu, notes that the tailings (the
left-over materials from the processing of mined
ore) when stored after the mining extraction,
would release heavy metals like copper,
cadmium, zinc, lead, arsenic, and would be
detrimental to humans and the environment.

Is there a Centre-State rift?

Though the State government says it vehemently
opposed the mining of tungsten block in Melur,
the Union government alleges: “Since February
2024, when the block was first put to auction till
the declaration of result of the auction of
November 11, there was no communication from
any quarter including the State government
regarding any opposition to the auction. Nor did
the State government request the Union
government to drop the block from auction.”
However, the State Minister for Water Resources
pointed out that repeated conversations were
held with the Union government over mining.
He clarified: “When the Union government
sought the details of the land, we had pointed
out that there was a biodiversity heritage site at
the proposed area. Without taking into account
such factors, the Union government has
awarded the rights to the company.”
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The Row Over Tungsten Mining Near Madurai

H‘Ejl‘ & 9 <Ifed Edd fQde

e The Ministry of Mines recently announced that it had granted tungsten mining rights to
Hindustan Zinc Limited, a subsidiary of Vedanta Limited, through an auction on
November 7. One of the areas chosen was a band in Melur, Madurai district.

Aol FATSTT o glel & & DNYom fY & 38 7 AGaT A g3 Ao & ATA 4
Rgrame e fafAes, st deiar faffes & werge Hueh B, # aved Tolo 3feR
yeret fhT €1 ot aIw et 7 F v Agt B F Ay A fFua B

e Following protests, the Tamil Nadu government said it would soon pass a resolution to
reject the mining rights.

e & o7e, AR TFER A FT & g STec & Gelel ITARRT H IR A
& T e gEdrg aia el

What Does the Ministry Say About Mining?
Gl & I H HATO FAT Sl 87

e The Union government stated on November 7 that the Ministry of Mines had
successfully concluded the auction of eight critical mineral blocks, launched under
Tranche IV of the auction of critical and strategic mineral blocks.

7 FAE T g WEHR A IART [ Gelel HAGRT o Ageaqur 3R Wieifas @fesr satet
&1 et F Y TOr S TEd H1S AT WA sdlept l FATHT Aholargde g

FT oIl

e It attributed the success to the Mines and Minerals (Development and Regulation)
Act, 1957, which empowers the Union government to grant mineral concessions for key
minerals listed in Part D of the First Schedule.

s holdl HT 4T 1957 & @faa kv @fas (e 3k [_fagss) sffFws s
AT, S TR YA & a7 A gy 97@ Gisi & v afas Raad gere
Hel HT IUPR hg TIPR Dl ol gl

e Among the eight blocks, the Nayakkarpatti tungsten block in Melur was found to be
rich in scheelite, an important ore of tungsten.

S Scliehl 7 U, AT F AIFFICE SIECA salid ol THIATSE, St TITC & Teh
YHW 3T B, § GHCY 9T |

Why Is There Opposition?
foRer 4t g T@r 82

e The public, environmental activists, and politicians are opposing the mining, citing
its location in a biodiversity-rich heritage area in Melur.
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STeAdll, TATaRoT FEAFAT AR T 58 Tefel T FANY T 7 &, T€ 914 g0 & I8
AN ¥ v Rfva-waey Wi a7 7 Bud B

Chief Minister M.K. Stalin urged the Prime Minister to cancel the mining rights, and
the Tamil Nadu government announced it would pass a resolution to cancel the rights.

HEIHA TA.F. Tt o TUTHAN § Tl 3TURR eg e 1 3[EIE v 3R
AAAATZ TIFR o BIN0T & 7o T8 PR eg el & [T Teh & g el

The area comprises villages like Melur, Nayakkarpatti, Arittapatti, and
Meenakshipuram, which include a biodiversity heritage site declared in November
2022 to protect its flora, fauna, and cultural significance.

2022 & B U g RAfrvar e T MAS §, S gHR geredia, sia-sig3i
AR arEpide Heed @I @I T gl

Environmental Concerns

Ot R

Activists argue that mining would damage the flora and fauna, and cultural sites like
temples and Jain beds in the area.

SRS H Th § fF Tt @ &7 T qoreafa i Na-sigat 3 AR s ster S
S AERiceh TUel T JhdreT gl
Poovulagin Nanbargal, an environmental organization, warned that tailings from the

mining process could release heavy metals like copper, cadmium, zinc, lead, and
arsenic, harming humans and the environment.

YAl AT, T GAERor WIS o Adraent & fF weter gfshar & Ao arer
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Is There a Centre-State Rift?
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The Union government claims there was no opposition from the Tamil Nadu
government during the auction process that started in February 2024 and concluded
on November 11, 2024.

$% TSR HT erar § o Aemelr ufhar & aRie, S wadl 2024 # ® g% 3R 11 daa
2024 T AT g, ARATATE THER A 3R F A5 R =7 g3m|

The State Minister for Water Resources said the State had repeatedly informed the
Union government about the biodiversity heritage site in the proposed mining area.
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How will martial law flip-flop affect S. Korea?

What led to the declaration, and the subsequent swift withdrawal, of emergency provisions? What
are the key reasons for the development? How many times has martial law been imposed in the

country? What happened to the impeachment motion against President Yoon Suk Yeol?

[ |
Adithya Narayan

The story so far:
or a brief while on December 3, South
Korea, a country with a history of
military rule, had fleeting visions of its
past, as President Yoon Suk Yeol
imposed emergency martial law. This would
have curbed the activities of political parties,
brought the media under the ambit of law, and
required protesting workers to resume duties.

What followed the declaration?

Yielding to pressure, Mr. Yoon repealed the law
within six hours after lawmakers braved Army
troops to vote 190-0 against it at the
300-member strong Parliament. This included
18 members of Mr. Yoon’s People’s Power Party
(PPP). The opposition filed an impeachment
motion against the President. But on Saturday,
lawmakers from the PPP staged a walkout when
the National Assembly met to discuss
impeaching the President, and therefore, the
motion failed.

What is the history of the law?

South Korea’s constitution states that martial law
can be imposed to “cope with a military
necessity, or to maintain the public safety and

The
conservative
President
Yoon Suk
Yeol has
faced a
series of
challenges
in his
tenure

In rage: A demonstrator holds a poster during a protest calling for the ouster
of South Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol in Seoul on December 7. AP

order, by mobilisation of the military forces in
time of war, armed conflict or similar national
emergency.” The law can be repealed if
overturned by a majority in the National
Assembly. Between the end of the Second World
War and South Korea’s transition to democracy
in 1987, martial law has been imposed 16 times.
Park Chung-hee, who came to power in 1961
through a military coup, had imposed martial
law multiple times during his 17-year reign.
Major General Chun Doo-hwan, who came after
Park, oversaw one of the darkest chapters in the
history of martial law when troops cracked
down on a pro-democracy uprising in the city of
Gwangju, killing at least 200 people in 1980.

What led to the decision?

At the time of Mr. Yoon’s ascension to the
President’s chair in 2022 (with a razor-thin
majority of 0.8 percentage-points), the National
Assembly was already dominated by the
opposition Democratic Party. A victory for them
in this year’s parliamentary elections landed Mr.
Yoon in a precarious position, making him the
first South Korean leader in decades without a
majority in the National Assembly. This led to
constant bickering, with the President vetoing
Bills and accusing the opposition of filing 22
impeachment motions against his
administration officials. Coupled with the latest
argument over a Budget Bill, the stand-off
culminated in Mr. Yoon declaring martial law to
stop “shameless pro-North anti-state forces that
plunder the freedom and happiness of our
people”, terming the Assembly a “monster that
destroys the liberal democratic system”.

What has been Mr. Yoon’s track-record?

A prosecutor by profession, Mr. Yoon came to
power succeeding Moon Jae-in from the
Democratic Party. During his career, the
63-year-old has handled several high-profile
cases, including the investigation and conviction
of former President Park Geun-hye. In
comparison to Mr. Moon, who struck a
conciliatory tone with North Korea by meeting
its leader Kim Jong-un, the Conservative Mr.
Yoon has adopted a hawkish approach. He
called for increased military drills and economic

Martial Law Flip-Flop in South Korea
afaror FIRET & AT of FT 3dR-IeEd

On December 3, 2024, President Yoon Suk Yeol imposed emergency
martial law in South Korea.
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sanctions on Pyongyang, in moves perceived as
an overture to bolster ties with the U.S.

On the domestic front, increasing home
prices and rising unemployment have kept his
administration busy. The country is home to an
ageing population and has the world’s lowest
birthrate. The government’s efficacy was first
put to test on October 29, 2022, at the
Halloween weekend stampede where 159 people
were killed at a popular nightlife district in
Seoul. The authorities’ response to the incident
came under sharp criticism. The second
challenge came in the form of the doctors’
protest which began in February 2024, when the
government decided to admit more medical
students to address staff shortages. The medical
workers wanted the government to address their
harsh working conditions and dismal pay before
recruiting more students. Another blot on Mr.
Yoon’s career was the bribery charges levelled
against his wife, Kim Keon Hee, who was caught
on camera receiving a $2,200 Dior pouch as a
gift. These factors, clubbed with his anti-feminist
policies and attacks against the media for
spreading ‘fake news’, led the President’s
approval points to drop to 17% last month.

What has been the aftermath?
While Mr. Yoon apologised, senior aides to Mr.
Yoon offered to resign en masse. Defence
Minister Kim Yong-hyun, who is believed to have
recommended martial law to Mr. Yoon, resigned
from his post. The opposition's impeachment
motion had the backing of citizens and labour
unions who have gone on strike in Seoul. Allies
of Mr. Yoon such as the leader of his PPP party,
Han Dong-hoon, termed the martial law
imposition wrong and suggested withdrawing
President Yoon’s constitutional powers.
However, lawmakers from the PPP staged a
walkout during the discussion on the
impeachment motion. The National Assembly is
empowered to impeach the President if more
than two-thirds of the members support the
motion. The opposition currently holds 192 seats
in the 300-strong Parliament while Mr. Yoon’s
party has 108 members. The opposition needed
eight members of the PPP to break ranks and
join its cause for impeachment to come through.
Under South Korean constitutional law, if a
President is removed from office, his powers are
suspended until the Constitutional Court makes
a final decision. Once his or her termination is
confirmed, the election for a new President
must be held in 60 days.
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The law would have curtailed the activities of political parties, brought the media under
legal control, and forced protesting workers to resume duties.

T F Tofelticrh golt 1 arfafaftrt @ AT Fwar, M w e e &
e, 3R Ay aR )@ AfAe #F F1H W) diest & e Asey aan

Within six hours, Mr. Yoon repealed the law after Parliament voted 190-0 against it,
with even 18 members of his own People’s Power Party (PPP) opposing.

B¢ U & MR, A T & S8 Flefel &1 aqH o o T, 519 §6e o 190-0 &% Hal &
saehT farer foma, fS@# 3% ge & fiuew 9mav arét (PPP) & 18 Wewai & o fadiy
e

The opposition filed an impeachment motion against Mr. Yoon, but it failed as PPP
lawmakers staged a walkout during the National Assembly meeting.

fauer & & g1 & T ARANT G&da eRR fhar, At Tg 3@t 6T Fifh
PPP & ATl o TSI THT T d5 & gRIeT areh3n3e ¥ feam|

History of Martial Law in South Korea

afeyor FIRET & #Areter o &+ sfagw

The South Korean constitution allows martial law to be imposed in cases of war, armed
conflict, or similar national emergencies to maintain public safety and order.

CTETOT SINAT 1 WA JoH, HATT WY, AT FATA AET HTATAHT o HHAT H
Ardstioreh L&l 3R TaEUT T T@el & v Aol & o) v 3rgafr o g
Martial law can be repealed by a majority vote in the National Assembly.

maﬁamﬁvv&umﬁw%mﬁmﬁmmm%l

Between the end of World War [ and 1987, martial law was imposed 16 times in South
Korea.

cfacir faRg ey & 3 3R 1987 & o, gfator HIR@T 7 16 IR AR of Fmar

ITT|

Notable instances include Park Chung-hee's rule (1961-1979) and the 1980 Gwangju
uprising, where 200 pro-democracy protestors were killed under Major General
Chun Doo-hwan's rule.

HEcaqUT 3TeXUll & Uk - FT ATHA (1961-1979) AR 1980 FT amrs] fage enfaer
€, ST8T 200 TSIt FHAF TAAHINAT ! AR Selel I -l & A H AR ez
T

Reasons for the Martial Law Declaration
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President Yoon took office in 2022 with a razor-thin margin of 0.8 percentage points.

Useafd ol o 2022 F haor 0.8 FFAAT I & AN AR H IGHR TE0T Foha|

The National Assembly was dominated by the opposition Democratic Party, leading to
frequent vetoes and political clashes.

TET FHT A fAusl SAREEd 9reh &1 guea T, fFad IR-aR dier 3R Teeifas
I gU|

In 2023, opposition victories in parliamentary elections left Mr. Yoon in a vulnerable
position, with the opposition accusing him of vetoing bills and mishandling governance.

2023 # FHE YAl H fauer 1 Shd & A1 o7 A wAeiR Fufa # sis femr, 3k
quer o 37 W AT Fr diel e 3R ATHT & ITd dh A FHTSAS T IRT

oTaTTAT|

Mr. Yoon declared martial law, accusing the Assembly of being a “monster destroying
the democratic system” and blaming “pro-North anti-state forces.”

A e F AR o AT FT §T THT T "Ahcdliah JOIel HT FASC A dTell 4T
3R 3w FINAT FAGF g B arwar w gl sgrE|

Impeachment Motion Against Mr. Yoon

A T & s FAgHAET JFaT

The opposition filed an impeachment motion, but it failed after PPP lawmakers walked
out of the National Assembly session.

f3ueT o AGIAINT JEATd e fhaT, oifsheT g 31 %ol I@T FAiTeh PPP & 99Tl o

TSI HT I § qh3T3e HT 6|
This failure reflects the deep political divide and Mr. Yoon’s precarious position despite a
temporary retreat from martial law.

Ig BT G Tolailide [QsTelel 3R AT off ¥ 3R & & 9D ged &
araelg AT goT @1 AT Ut @ gl B

Mr. Yoon’s Track Record
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Mr. Yoon, a prosecutor by profession, succeeded Moon Jae-in from the Democratic
Party to become President.

A T, ST Teh HFGISTh ¢, SHIshiCh UIET & el SMU-SeT & &g Usgdfd §a|

He handled high-profile cases, including the investigation and conviction of former
President Park Geun-hye.

38 Hs gle-ABIgel ATHA I G, =1 qa Tseufd urd aga3-¢ 7 s 3R
ol enfAe gl

Compared to Moon, who took a conciliatory tone with North Korea, Mr. Yoon adopted a
hawkish approach by calling for increased military drills and economic sanctions on

Pyongyang.




PATRIOTIC IAS: Near Rajbanshi Hospital, Paidleyganj Road, Gorakhpur

Contact Number: 9971932488

7T & A, Sieglel 3oR SINAT & AT FHASIAT S 1 2@ HIAT, A FoT
HTHFTHF TREHI 39T 3R wieraer W AT 313 o 31 3 gfaser

oI9TTe ahT 37TEdTeT fohaT|

Domestically, rising home prices and unemployment have been significant challenges
for his administration.

B T W, qgelt e_i Y e 3R Sl 37h war & fav a3 gelfaar @ &)
South Korea faces an ageing population and the world’s lowest birthrate.

STEIOT HIRAT T gt ATaTY 3N gfeam &y Fa@ FH e a A FHAEIT S [IHAT

HLAT 93 IET &l

His government faced sharp criticism after the October 29, 2022, Halloween
stampede, where 159 people were killed in Seoul.

3hT FIHR I 29 HFaT 2022, TN 891G A 159 ollait 1 Ald & «1g A

TIAT T GTHAT STl YST|

Another challenge was the doctors’ protest in February 2024, sparked by the
government's decision to admit more medical students without addressing poor working
conditions and low pay.

T 3R el Badr 2024 F starexi &1 e o1, S WHR GanT 3 AfSehel oAl
aﬁﬂﬁmﬁ%ﬁv‘l’qaxwgaﬂ,ﬁm 3T TS FHIHPIGN gTlld 3 7 adeT &r
S U

Mr. Yoon’s wife, Kim Keon Hee, faced bribery charges after being caught on camera
receiving a $2,200 Dior pouch as a gift.

A o1 Y Tl AT 757 &), $2,200 FT 3R BT 39ER H o &F I1¢ gEEd F
RGY T THAT FT BT &l

His anti-feminist policies and attacks on the media for spreading ‘fake news' further
dented his popularity, dropping his approval to 17% last month.

3erhr Afgem R shifet 3k Az ) B Ty et F IR T 3TH ASOIAT
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Aftermath
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Mr. Yoon apologized for the imposition of martial law, and senior aides offered to resign
en masse.

A FoT o AR o & TIU AT AN, 3R aRcs @@AEAT 7 GEfies T & SEAD
ot T derRer

Defence Minister Kim Yong-hyun, who recommended martial law, resigned.

T 7N R Afer-gga, [Segiet Anedter of dr fAwrier i o, & gecdir ¢ el

The impeachment motion had backing from citizens and labour unions, who went on
strike in Seoul.
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e Mr. Yoon’s ally, PPP party leader Han Dong-hoon, criticized the martial law and
suggested withdrawing Yoon’s constitutional powers.

A o & T, frAdy ardt & AT gl SHT-gA, o ARV Wl HT IHTeATAT T AR FeT
& waufasw HfHRT 1 arow A &1 gera e

e Lawmakers from the PPP staged a walkout during the impeachment motion discussion,
preventing its passage.

it & fFemgest S FEIAINRT gEdrg S g9t & SR arwanse fhar, Saa sgar
qIiRd 8T %6 I

e For impeachment, the National Assembly requires a two-thirds majority; opposition
holds 192 of 300 seats, needing 8 PPP members to break ranks.

HIHAT & AT, AereTer el 1 a)-fagr$ Tgad I1feT; fawer & 9@ 300 # & 192
e § 3R 39 ddidr & 8 wewat $r 3raTHhdr gl

o If a President is impeached, his powers are suspended until the Constitutional Court
makes a final decision.

afe farelr Tegufa A AT & agd ger fear Snar 8, a 3% 3R wdumfas
T & Afad v as @efad g sa £

e After confirmation of termination, an election for a new President must be held within 60
days.

ue & BV Sl T YfSe & a1, 60 feal & e AT Isgufad o fow Fera s Sirer
Uyl
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Wratho
the slow
cyclone

IGS Paper I: Geography

Cyclone Fengal remained a low-pressure system after forming in the far eastern

Indian Ocean on November 14 and became a depression in the Bay only after 10 days;
it moved leisurely, bringing heavy rain to parts of Tamil Nadu and Puducherry

hile heavy rain during the
northeast monsoon is common at
this time of the year in Tamil
Nadu, the State and the Union

Territory of Puducherry did not expect Cyclone
Fengal to cause such widespread devastation
when it crossed the eastern coast on the night of
November 30. On December 1, unusually heavy
rainfall of 40 cm to 50 cm was recorded in many
places in Puducherry and the northern and
northwestern parts of Tamil Nadu.

The cyclone then slowly drifted westward,
dumping rain, causing floods, submerging acres
of crops, damaging civic infrastructure, and
displacing thousands of people. When it later
moved inland, it pummelled several districts.
Mailam in Villupuram district received 51 cm of
rainfall on December 1 and Uthangarai in
Krishnagiri district received 50 cm on December
2. Some areas of Villupuram received more than
33 ¢m of rainfall on a single day.

While the effects of the cyclone was felt in

Andhra Pradesh on the eastern coast, which is
normal for such weather systems, Cyclone Fengal
in a rare occurrence crossed the Western Ghats,
bringing rain to parts of Kerala.

It remained a low-pressure system after
forming in the far eastern Indian Ocean on
November 14 and became a depression in the Bay
of Bengal only after 10 days. It moved relatively
slowly for another week before the India
Meteorological Department (IMD) said it had
become a cyclone. On November 28, the IMD
announced that Cyclone Fengal would cross the
north Tamil Nadu-Puducherry coast on the
morning of November 30. The cyclone moved at
a leisurely pace. While fast-moving cyclones tend
to retreat quickly, slow-moving ones weaken into
a deep depression, dumping heavy rain.

A Central team visited Tamil Nadu and
Puducherry to assess the damage. The Centre has
approved the release of ¥944.80 crore to Tamil
Nadu from the State Disaster Response Fund.
(Text by K. Lakshmi)
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Wrath of the Slow
Cyclone

eIl ahara &1 FEY

Cyclone Fengal formed as a low-
pressure system in the far
eastern Indian Ocean on
November 14 and became a
depression in the Bay of Bengal
after 10 days.

aard Harel 14 FAdeX 1 gT qal
ffg AgPR & & A7 gaa
Yorell & 7 & a1 31 10 =T
& 91 dTd T @E H UF HacE
# qger a9

e The cyclone moved slowly, bringing heavy
rain to parts of Tamil Nadu and

Puducherry, causing widespread

devastation when it crossed the eastern
coast on the night of November 30.

Ig Tshald HR-HR SeT, [Sad afferag ik g2l & Fo ffedl & arfY a‘rﬁerg‘é 3R 30 e
& TS FH qdf ¢ IR HA FAT SAT9H JaeT §'§I

e On December 1, rainfall of 40-50 cm was recorded in many places in Puducherry and
the northern and northwestern parts of Tamil Nadu.

1 fediat &l g3t 3iR afferey & sl s se-afvesht Rt & 40-50 e aferes

Fr TS|

e The cyclone caused floods, submerged acres of crops, damaged infrastructure, and
displaced thousands of people.

TehaTd o d1¢, FHdl & 73 REY gaa, ITAA o Fr gEare 3R gt Al F
faTuTger 1 HROT 7|

e Mailam in Villupuram district received 51 cm of rainfall on December 1, and
Uthangarai in Krishnagiri district received 50 cm on December 2.

feqqma e & Ao & 1 fedew 1 51 A a1Rer gg, 3R ool S & swR$ A
2 fereT A1 50 AT aIRergg|

e Some areas of Villupuram received more than 33 cm of rainfall on a single day.
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e Cyclone Fengal crossed the Western Ghats, bringing rain to parts of Kerala, a rare
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occurrence.
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e Itremained alow-pressure system for 10 days before becoming a cyclone, moving
slowly, and weakening into a deep depression.

g 10 fedY a& AT a1 YorTell §o11 @7, ¢R-4 ser 31K T 18 e &7 sco
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e On November 28, the IMD announced that Cyclone Fengal would cross the north
Tamil Nadu-Puducherry coast on the morning of November 30.

28 A" I, IMD & EIYOTT &1 f& =shaTd tharel 30 e H Fag 3o dfAeeg-gg=r
€ FI IR F|

e A Central team visited Tamil Nadu and Puducherry to assess the damage.
Teh Fr g T o AfAEAS R Ige 1 GRT Y &ifer FT rReret o

e The Centre approved the release of ¥944.80 crore to Tamil Nadu from the State
Disaster Response Fund.
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